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Confidential Claim Retracted 

Authorized by: Z ^ 

From: Tom Loomis, OEPR 

Date: G / ^ / 3 

Subject; Meeting re Planned Closure of Jackpile Uranium 

The meeting was attended by Laguna—tribal officials and—DUX. 
staff from AS/EH. AS/IA. AS/PBA. GS and BIA (attendance 
list at 
submitt 
1980 

tached) 
ed to tbe 
Revlevfi h] 

Discus 
GS by 
fiS an 

slon centere 
Anaconda Cop 
H 1-hp T.agiina 

d on the reclamation plan 
per Company September 11, 
t-ribfll ronsultants (ln~ 

eluding CERT) indicale lliat Lhe plan is sketchy, incomplete 
and—not—adequate. My—revley confirms—this;—the plan—Is 
overly BlTapllstlc. It lacks both stattdards to which the area 
will be reclaimed—and—timetables—for accomplishing this, 
essentl 
and no 
measure 

al radiolo 
analyses a 
s are pres 

gic an 
B to e 
anted. 

d hydrologic data 
ffectlveness of p 

is not presented, 
roposed reclamation 

The need for an EIS cuvering approval ol the reclainaLiun plan 
was discussed and it seemed—to be recognized by most of the 
participants that one ^Ould be required. The GS haa esclinated 
that the EIS 
expressed re 
clamation ac 

will take 11 to 14 
garding scheduling 
tivity for an order 

and c 
the 

y sequence o 

months 
this and 
1 

oncern was 
projected re-
f operations 

some major—reclamation declsluus would have—to be made prior— 
to r.mnplptlnn of an EIS. Anaconda has tndicatpd that RurfacR 
mining operations will be completed by 2/81 and, unless 
reclamation plans—are approved—promptly,—most—&i—the work 
force will b 
that any rec 
would be vul 

e laid off at that time. GS sta 
lamation orders or consents gran 
nerable if challenged. 

ff is concerned 
ted in the Interim 

Tribal ulflclals have Identified several Hpeclllc cuucerus 
they have regarding reclamation. These—include—rernuting a 
portion of SR 279 that was routed around the ffllnlng operacion," 
recla 
lives 
a man 

Iming the 
tock graz 
ner that 

area to a co 
ing, some sto 
it may he Tf>r 

ndltion suitable for unrestricted 
ckpiled lowgrade ore left In such 
n v p r c A n r proressed in future years, 

and all company miueial resource InfoimaLlon from the property 
left nt the Tribe's disposal. Reclamation must bp such rhaf 
nu lougterm maintenance or future corrective actluns will be 
required. 
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'l:aeJOe r.;e~ e seve10al sigaifisanto t1'1:lestiens '•1fliGh suJOfaGe<l 
br1etly dur1ng the meet1ng but could not be answered. 1nese 
include the estimated reclamation schedule, duration of under-
ground mining, existing and post reclamation surface radieaetivity 
levels, amount of stockpiled lowgrade material that will be 
left onsjte, an<l specific reclamatjon obJ ectL5leS or guide] ines. 
Anaconda responses to the GS and CERI critiques of the reclamation 
j>lan should j>rovide answers to most of these. Another GS/BIA/ 
Laguna meeting is scheduled fer Deeemeer g , 1980; the sc:>mpany's 
response is expected pr1or to that. 

lleyc:>na these G9BGB~ns, ne spes if is ~eclamation obJectLlzes 
seemed ev1dent. I suggest as a start1ng po1nt the DOI 
objectives be: 

- No post reclamation maintenance required; 

- Meet reasonable land use desires of Tribe; 
- Res :!:Ctua'l: surface raO:ioa:<:tivit~ ~±thin acceptable limits, 
- All slopes reduced to stable condition; 

lligllwalls JOeaueea er leH in stal>le sc:>n<litic:>n; 
- All a istnrbed areas revegetated - self susta1.n1.ng and 

suitable for grazing; 
No contaminated surface or and er ground waters; 

- A 1 1 unsafe conditions corrected (vents, d r i 11 boles, 
etc.); 

l\.11 structurest lmJ2rovemenES~ facilities either removed 
or if tribe desires left in usable l.HlQ gn tam in at ed 
condition; 

Complete mineral explorat1on recoras ana current m1ne 
wap~ ~"L L LUL LL~U" b Ubto 

Incorporating these, appropriate reclamation guidelines c au 1 a 
be: 

Racli"aetivity redueecl te not over 2X natural l<>Gal 
background. 

IInstabJe b i gbwa] J s reduced ~graded ana: revegetated). 
- Highwalls within l mile of occupied buildings redueed. 
- Highwalls within 1/8 mile of main roads reduced. 
- Pits eagkfilled to 10 feet a{HP'B rackpile sandstone 

rormat1on. 
- All slo11es - waste !'iles, disturbed areas~ and cuts less 

than 50 feet high reilueecl te 5 to 1 or less. 

- A J J disturbed areas re:lregetated self snstain1ng, graza5Ie. 

- Al'l: drill holes, vents, shafts located and permanent!) 
plugged. No access by groundwater, 
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- Nat11ral arainage restorea - stali[e !lanlts !no erosion 
f..-nm 100 """.,. "t-n..-m\ 

- Surface water not degraded (quality of water lea11ing area 
as good or better than that entering). 

Past reelamatian monitoring 
vegetation sel£ sustaining £or at least ~ years 

- radionuclide uptake 10 year.s 
groundwater - qua]jty: 5 y:ears 
surface water qual1.t:y 3 years 

reclama:tion 
radioactl.v~ty - surface radon s nr 11ey 1 year fol.l.owing 

In conclusion, it seems obvious that an EIS is required for 
the es and B!A: decisions OI appro•als in regard to this 
reclamation action. Probably, the most critical arguments 
favoring this decision are that this is the first major 

reclamation of an open pit uranium mine (incidently, one of 
the largest open pit m1.nes in the world) and the standards 
to :w:hich j t is to be reclaimed are not established. It is 
a pioneer effott and will certainly be sutject to a concerned 
public scrutinv. 

'!'he EIS proeess should be promptly initiated uith GS and BIA 
as Joint lead and the Laguna Tribe, EPA and possibly the IHS 
:inY":ited to assist as cooperators. I will be glad to assist 
:l:n this effort as needed. 

It is recognized that certain actions on the part of Anaconda 
must be authorized for the sake of expeditions op el.'atians 
and correction of hazards to public health and safety. There 
are also a number of actjons whjch would have only minor 

environmental effects and would not foreclose future recla-
mat1.on opt:l.ons. These may be undertaken dur:l:ng the NEl'A com-
pliance. Once an EIS schedule is established, this can be 
LCV WL~U '-L~• 

Final.ly, it uould be uell t<> carry this process nut as openly 
as p<>ssible, seeking to keep the pub lie fully informed on 
progress of tile operation and the standards establ1.shed for 
the reclamation. As a means for achieJZing this, an advisory 
g:t;oup such as the Oil Shale Enuiroumental Ad•isory Panel 
could be used. Possible composition could inc: lade the Tribe, 
GS, BIA, OEPR, FWS, IHS, EPA, NRC, GS, State of New Mexico, 
and Anaconda. eriteria for participation would be based en 
jurisdiction and/or expertise. This group would be advisory 
to the cs Mining S11pervisor. Traditional. agency roles waul d 
not change but a consensus would be sought between the Tribe, 
cs. BIA and OEPR on the reclamation requ1rements. 

~~#,.-=L 
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OCIOEER 16 1980 mE IIN G 0~ IHE 
JACKP1LE-PAGUATE RECLAMATION PLAN 

WESTER.c'i BANK BUILDING AI.BllQI!EBQllE, NEH MEXICO 

NAME O!lGI<NIZA'nON *E1EI'IIOW!i: 

Ma,;G li: Nli:b5QW ll. 8. Gee±egiea± St!Fvey '166 2842 
li:d~;ard T. 8aHae±±, Jr. u. s. Geelegieal SUI V ey 766 2841 
Bale 6. ~enes IJ. s. 6eoiog±cai Sart;~ey 766 383e 
Les Taylor Attorney, Laguna Pueblo (505) 243-4275 
Bill Shoger u. s. Geological Survey - Reston (703) 861-7515 
Gregory Smith BIA - Albuguergue Area Office (505) 766-3610 
Bob Partido u. s. Forest Service - Regional (505) 266 2256 

Offi CP Alh"n 

Wallace Sutherland I! s Geological S11r1lev ( 505) . 766 2 84] 
Helyjn McKenzje Southern Eueb] os t!genql - BI~ (505) i'Q6 3029 
Omar Br:adJe¥ s 0 II t IH> "" !'u@b los Ag"""¥ llU (505) :i'66-:J029 
eari Dietz PueBlo of Caguna CS~l Res eareD. (303) 279-2581 

lnst1tute 
I om Coom1s oor l\S7PBl\ (OEPR) (202) 3113 8561 
Bar5ara J. ~est DOI - Office ol' Asst. Sec. - (202) 343-6031 

Indian Affairs 
Richara Wilson DOl - Office of Asst. Sec. - (202) 343-8804 

Energv and Hinerals 
Harry D. Early Governor! Pueblo of Laguna (505) 552-6654 
RGben 'J:l:wmas 2fHl bt. Ge ~~el:'ftei, Ptieble ef E585l §§2 9359 

~ 
Rer> .l. Se3::imou Paebio of tag ana (5El5) 552-6654 
Bee l~o; kcnda±i Nuctea:r :ti:ssurnnce Corporation (3()3) 7/9 43L! 
--;:romr~s --eERY \JUJ) //~-4tbU 

Rotert E. Grore D~rector Fhnerais, Pue5Io of (505) 552 6654 
Laguna 
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